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Ready the way of the Lord

Mater Dei – PanDeMic St yle
Mater Dei has been in the forefront when it comes to 
providing remote learning options to her students. For 
over four years our school has used remote learning 
during emergency weather days, but that technology plan 
was never intended to be effective for more than two 
consecutive school days. Therefore, after the mandatory 
closing of schools on March 17, 2020, the faculty and 
staff were forced to take the core of that working plan and 
adjust and tweak it in order to provide the best delivery 
of the curriculum to all our students, no matter their 
learning styles.

As we work through the Covid-19 pandemic this fall, 
one goal has been our focus: To provide the best possible 
Catholic secondary education all our students deserve. 
After reviewing our efforts from the spring, we realized we 
were successful in many ways but we also acknowledged 
mistakes, and that we must improve for the sake of our 
students.  Through those mistakes we were able to create 
a plan of remote learning that would continue to meet 
the needs of all our students, a plan that will bring the 
classroom into the homes at any time throughout the 
school year.

When the new school year began it was obvious that the 
2020-2021 school year was not going to be “normal”.  
Families were offered the option of having their 
student(s) attend class in person or remotely. Either way, 
the goal was to deliver the curriculum simultaneously 
to both groups. The one major theme we consistently 
heard from both our students and faculty was the lack of 
day to day contact with each other.  This concern was a 
challenge that dominated our thoughts on how best to 
improve this issue.  The result was to live stream every 
class, every day, to every student, no matter if they were 
attending class remotely for a day, a week, or longer.  
This task is being met by the adoption of Microsoft 
365 and the TEAMS app.  Through TEAMS, faculty 
members can schedule their classes to be viewed live by 
all students, whether in or out of the actual classroom.  
The video is recorded and available for the students to 
review after class if they choose to take advantage of this 
technology. The electronic classroom platform known as 

Schoology has been a part of the remote learning plan 
at Mater Dei for many years. However, it is now more 
important than ever to utilize this tool to improve the 
direct communication to our students and their parents. 
Schoology provides the classroom teacher a platform to 
offer online testing, electronic assignment turn-ins, and 
classroom chat options. Turnitin.com and Adobe Scan 
has been universally adopted as the two options students 
have to turn in assignments when not present at school.  
Mater Dei continues to use Plus Portals for its electronic 
gradebook and school/parent/teacher information portal.
In addition to these educational changes, Mater Dei has 
adjusted its daily class schedule to limit the number of 
times students are in close proximately to each other 
outside the classroom, to enforce social distancing. 
Those adjustments are the suspension of a homeroom 
period and the positioning of the traditional study hall/
activity at the last period of the day. This allows students 
and teachers to work one on one when needed along with 
RTI (Response To Intervention) opportunities for those 
students who will benefit from this additional instruction.  
Students who are studying remotely are also asked to 
take their tests during this period. Along with these 
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Calendars can be purchased from any Mater Dei 
student, online from the Mater Dei website, with 
the mail-in form at left along with your check, or in 
person from the Main Office at Mater Dei.

DID YOU KNOW…that the net profit from the sale 
of calendars goes back to the students to reduce the 
tuition increase for the next year? The profit from the 
2020 Calendar Drive allowed 2020-2021 tuition to 
be $208 per student less than it would be without 
this fundraiser.

To find more details about the calendar drive, payouts, 
and a list of calendar winners, please visit our website 
under Advancement then the drop down tab How to 
Support Mater Dei.  

Freshmen social distance on their first day.
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Mater Dei – PanDeMic St yle (continue D)
changes, seating charts, social distancing expectations 
in and out of the classroom, lunchroom adjustments, 
and the mandatory wearing of face masks for all who 
enter the school were put in place. Hand sanitizers have 
been placed throughout the school to be used frequently 
during the school day.  Students are expected to use a 
health app to be cleared on their health status for the day.  
Teachers are taking the temperatures of their first period 
students before they enter their classroom.  Teachers have 
also been asked to make sure the desks are sanitized after 
each class throughout the day.  

I would like to ask you for your prayers for our students 
and our staff as they work through these most difficult 
times.  The welfare of our students is of the utmost 
importance, both their physical health and their mental 
health.  Our seniors continue to be the group most 
affected by the pandemic. What should be their year to 
guide the school in leadership, spirit, and success, the 
seniors are challenged by variables of which they have 
no control.  Not only do they need to work through 
their final year of high school in a pandemic, they also 
need to focus on making final decisions on their future 
educational and vocational plans and so need our support 
and prayers.

Although the school year looks different from the past 
years, with active screens and cameras in every classroom, 
students reading textbooks on their own devices, and 
choosing to attend class remotely or in person, one thing 
remains the same: Mater Dei Catholic High School 
continues to offer the best Catholic secondary education 
available to her students. 
 
Queen of Victory, pray for us.

Stay connecteD to Mater Dei

Among the detailed topics you will find on the school website (www.materdeiknights.org) are information for 
prospective students and their families, virtual Masses and devotions, ways to support Mater Dei, and important 
dates and events. 

The Alumni Channel (www.materdeialumni.org) offers a one-stop place to stay in touch with classmates and 
start/join discussions, get reunion and event information, and create and update your profile with details you 
would like to share about your life, family, and profession. 

• E-mail - knights@materdeiknights.org
• Website - www.materdeiknights.org
• Facebook - Mater Dei Catholic High School

• Instagram - breesematerdei
• Twitter - @breesematerdei
• Alumni Channel – materdeialumni.org

Mrs. Gramann teaches her students with the aid of a Promethean 
board. Every classroom contains a Promethean board as well as a 
camera for virtual learning. 

Dennis A. Litteken
Principal

aluMni MileStone
Mater Dei would like to welcome the Class of 1971 to the Golden Knights! The Golden Knights are those 
alumni who are members of a class that has graduated 50 years or more. During a normal fall semester, the 
Golden Knights would be honored at halftime of the Homecoming football game but because of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the football season has been moved to the spring and Homecoming has been changed to Spirit Week. 
Even though these events have been altered, we feel it is still important to recognize the tradition and loyalty that 
the Golden Knights have established throughout the years, as an example for past, present, and future generations.  

a Knight unDer the Big toP                               
Thank you to all participants of the virtual Mothers and 
Friends Dinner Auction! The Mater Dei community’s 
strong support was evident once again despite the unusual 
circumstances. We are happy to report that through your 
generosity the auction had a profit of $100,000 and the 
Fund-In-Need raised another $30,000 toward the purchase 
of a new bus!  



Mater Dei

6 3

MeMorial MaSS - 2020

Mater Dei
KnightS at

the altar

Ethel Albers
Dan Beckemeyer, ‘81
Dave Beckemeyer, ‘56
Gertrude Becker
Walter Bellm
Kathy Biggs, ‘65
Mildred Boeckmann
Valentine “Val” Buchmiller
Eugene Buehne
Jose Cencena
Agnes Coyle, ‘57
Jim H. Deiters, ‘69
Maurice Dierkes
Henry “Hank” Feldmann
Dolores Fonke
Jane Gonzalez, ‘63
Marceline Gratiaa
Penny Grayling
Sharon Haake
Theodore Haar
Judith L. Heimann

Mary Josephine Heimann
Kenny Hoffmann
Cynthia Huegen
Eleanor Huegen
Mike Huelsmann, ‘76
Doris “Dee” Huggins, ‘65
Bernard Hustedde, ‘68
Simon Kampwerth, Sr.
Bernice Kauling-Rueter
Loretta Knebel
Patricia “Theresa” Kniepmann
Esther Koch
Ron Kolar
Edna Lakenburges
Dan Lampe, ‘58
Ann Litteken
Martha Litteken
Nancy Loepker, ‘64
Marsha Luebbers
Lucille Mooneyham
Diane Mottola, ‘68

Mark “Sparky” Niemann
Emma Niemeyer
Park Penwell, ‘73
James Peters, ‘58
Rosie Rakers
Jerome Rehkemper
Dale Robke
Alvin Seelbach
Urban Sommers
Caitlin Telaak, ‘05
Mary Floyd Thompson
Floriann Timmermann
Reinelda “Renel” Timmermann
Richard G. Timmermann
Robert L. Timmermann, ‘63
Marvin Venhaus, ‘57
Thomas Wheelan, ‘55
Junilla “Nellie” Wieter
Nancy Zieren, ‘69
Ethel Zurliene, ‘65

Since 2008, Mater Dei has celebrated an annual Mass of Christian Burial to bring consolation and peace to 
families that are coping with the loss of a loved one and for whom Mater Dei has received memorial donations. 
This year’s Memorial Mass was celebrated virtually with the following deceased loved ones remembered:    

We are ProuD to Be MD!
The 2019-2020 school year, in case you missed it, was also a year in which the success of our students extended to 
the athletic department and several extra-curricular programs.

2019-2020 Athletics
• State Champion: Boys Golf
• State Runner-Up: Volleyball
• State Final Four: Boys Basketball
• State Qualifiers: Girls Cross Country and Cheerleading
• Elite Eight: Football
• Sectional Qualifiers: Boys Cross Country, Girls Golf (Gracie Loepker), Boys Bowling (Zach Ludwig), and Boys 
• Swimming (Mason Millard)
• Regional Champions: Boys Soccer and Girls Basketball
• Named STLhighschoolsports.com Small Program of the Year
 
2019-2020 Activities
• Marching Band: 1st Place at U of I Marching Band Championships
• Scholar Bowl: Clinton County Tournament Champions
• Academic Challenge for Engineering and Science Team: State Qualifier
• Indoor Percussion: 3rd Place at WGI Regional

GO 
KNIGHTS!

Madeleine Schlimme participates in the Senior Parade, which was one 
way that Mater Dei was able to celebrate the graduating seniors in the 
pandemic. 

Every senior, including Faith Rackers, was given a yard sign to display 
that proudly identified him or her as a member of the graduating 
Class of 2020. 
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When the craziness of the COVID-19 quarantine began in March of 2020, little did we know how the extended 
mandates would affect the end-of-the-school-year festivities for our graduating seniors. Some events were carried 
on virtually in May, and then later in the summer, in person, with social distancing and other precautions in 
place. We celebrated graduating seniors and their families as best we could, but, in case you missed it, here are 
highlights of the Class of 2020:

ACT  
Average ACT Score:  The average of the ACT composite scores for the Class of 2020 is 23.5.

Valedictorians:  The average of the ACT composite scores for the Class of 2020’s thirteen valedictorians is 30.3.

Illinois State Scholars: The average of the ACT composite scores for the Class of 2020’s seventeen Illinois State 
Scholars is 30.

ACT Composit Scores of 30 or Higher:  The top eleven ACT composite scores (12%) for the Class of 2020 are 
all 30 or higher and have an average of 32.3

ACT Composit Scores of 27 or Higher:  The top twenty-five ACT composite scores (27%) for the Class of 
2020 are all 27 or higher and have an average of 30.

ACT Composit Scores of 24 or Higher:  The top forty-two ACT composite scores (47%) for the Class of 2020 
are all 24 or higher and have an average of 27.9

FAITH  
The Class of 2020 included thirty-two extraordinary ministers and fifteen catechists who served Youth Faith 
Formation programs.

SERVICE  
The Class of 2020 provided nearly 13,000 hours of service and donated to St. Anne Mission Hospital in Africa as 
their class mission. 

KNOWLEDGE  
Scholars: The Class of 2020 included two National Merit Scholarship Finalists and seventeen Illinois State 
Scholars (17% of the eligible members of the class).   

Scholarships: Seventy-three percent of the Class of 2020 received scholarship offers, which totaled $9.8 million.

College Credit Hours:  Through enrollment in our dual credit courses during their four years at Mater Dei, the 
Class of 2020 earned a total of 2,022 hours of college credit, an average of nineteen credit hours per student.  
These hours equate to a savings of at least $700,000 (based on an average of $350 per credit hour).

National Honor Society (NHS):  Forty-eight percent of the Class of 2020 were members of NHS, having 
earned a GPA of 3.6 or higher on a 4.0 scale.

VALEDICTORIANS
The VALEDICTORIAN AWARD is based on the four-year scholastic record.  There were thirteen graduates 
who maintained a Grade Point Average of 4.0 out of a possible 4.0, and who attained the rank of FIRST in the 
class of 106 graduates.  The Class of 2020 Valedictorians were:

AWARDS
Perfect Attendance Award
Three members of the class maintained PERFECT ATTENDANCE for FOUR YEARS:

Colby Litteken, son of Mark and Jenny Litteken

Madeline Strieker, daughter of Roger and Lisa Strieker

Katherine Wieseman, daughter of Craig and Jennifer Wieseman

Steve Becker Award
The STEVE BECKER AWARD is given to the scholar-athlete of the senior class who has also distinguished 
himself or herself in leadership and service. 

The Steve Becker Award was proudly presented to Faith Rackers, daughter of Bruce and Amy Rackers

Knight and Lady of the Year Award
The selection of the KNIGHT and LADY is done by the faculty of Mater Dei and is based on loyal and dedi-
cated service to Mater Dei as shown by scholarship, leadership, service, and cooperation during the four years 
spent at Mater Dei.

THE KNIGHT OF THE CLASS OF 2020 was Colby Litteken, son of Mark and Jenny Litteken

THE LADY OF THE CLASS OF 2020 was Faith Rackers, daughter of Bruce and Amy Rackers

Christian Discipleship Award
The CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP AWARD recognizes a senior student who is an outstanding example of 
selfless Christian service to his/her school, church, and/or local community.  

The Class of 2020's recipient was Katherine Wieseman, daughter of Craig and Jennifer Wieseman

   
 
     

Alyssa Becker, daughter of Kenneth and Tracy Becker

Kyle Billhartz, son of Ken and Cristie Billhartz

Matthew Fuehne, son of Steve and Gwen Fuehne

Taylor Goring, daughter of Kevin and Jacqueline Goring 

Piper Heiligenstein, daughter of Joe and Ann Heiligenstein

Wren Heiligenstein, daughter of Joe and Ann Heiligenstein

Nickolas Hummert, son of Brad and Donna Hummert

Meredith Innes, daughter of Nancy Innes and the late Bob Innes

Anna Klostermann, daughter of Steve and Jennifer Klostermann

Lainey Kramer, daughter of Aaron and Kari Kramer

Shannon Lampe, daughter of James and Mary Lampe

Faith Rackers, daughter of Bruce and Amy Rackers

Katie Toennies, daughter of Wayne and Angela Toennies
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Mater Dei – PanDeMic St yle
Mater Dei has been in the forefront when it comes to 
providing remote learning options to her students. For 
over four years our school has used remote learning 
during emergency weather days, but that technology plan 
was never intended to be effective for more than two 
consecutive school days. Therefore, after the mandatory 
closing of schools on March 17, 2020, the faculty and 
staff were forced to take the core of that working plan and 
adjust and tweak it in order to provide the best delivery 
of the curriculum to all our students, no matter their 
learning styles.

As we work through the Covid-19 pandemic this fall, 
one goal has been our focus: To provide the best possible 
Catholic secondary education all our students deserve. 
After reviewing our efforts from the spring, we realized we 
were successful in many ways but we also acknowledged 
mistakes, and that we must improve for the sake of our 
students.  Through those mistakes we were able to create 
a plan of remote learning that would continue to meet 
the needs of all our students, a plan that will bring the 
classroom into the homes at any time throughout the 
school year.

When the new school year began it was obvious that the 
2020-2021 school year was not going to be “normal”.  
Families were offered the option of having their 
student(s) attend class in person or remotely. Either way, 
the goal was to deliver the curriculum simultaneously 
to both groups. The one major theme we consistently 
heard from both our students and faculty was the lack of 
day to day contact with each other.  This concern was a 
challenge that dominated our thoughts on how best to 
improve this issue.  The result was to live stream every 
class, every day, to every student, no matter if they were 
attending class remotely for a day, a week, or longer.  
This task is being met by the adoption of Microsoft 
365 and the TEAMS app.  Through TEAMS, faculty 
members can schedule their classes to be viewed live by 
all students, whether in or out of the actual classroom.  
The video is recorded and available for the students to 
review after class if they choose to take advantage of this 
technology. The electronic classroom platform known as 

Schoology has been a part of the remote learning plan 
at Mater Dei for many years. However, it is now more 
important than ever to utilize this tool to improve the 
direct communication to our students and their parents. 
Schoology provides the classroom teacher a platform to 
offer online testing, electronic assignment turn-ins, and 
classroom chat options. Turnitin.com and Adobe Scan 
has been universally adopted as the two options students 
have to turn in assignments when not present at school.  
Mater Dei continues to use Plus Portals for its electronic 
gradebook and school/parent/teacher information portal.
In addition to these educational changes, Mater Dei has 
adjusted its daily class schedule to limit the number of 
times students are in close proximately to each other 
outside the classroom, to enforce social distancing. 
Those adjustments are the suspension of a homeroom 
period and the positioning of the traditional study hall/
activity at the last period of the day. This allows students 
and teachers to work one on one when needed along with 
RTI (Response To Intervention) opportunities for those 
students who will benefit from this additional instruction.  
Students who are studying remotely are also asked to 
take their tests during this period. Along with these 

2021 Mater Dei calenDar Drive

MATER DEI CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 
2021 CALENDAR
(please print)

Name       

Address        

 

City        

State                             Zip   

Phone      

 (Must Have Mailing Address)

Sold By      
                                              

Grade       

REGISTRATION CARD

Calendars can be purchased from any Mater Dei 
student, online from the Mater Dei website, with 
the mail-in form at left along with your check, or in 
person from the Main Office at Mater Dei.

DID YOU KNOW…that the net profit from the sale 
of calendars goes back to the students to reduce the 
tuition increase for the next year? The profit from the 
2020 Calendar Drive allowed 2020-2021 tuition to 
be $208 per student less than it would be without 
this fundraiser.

To find more details about the calendar drive, payouts, 
and a list of calendar winners, please visit our website 
under Advancement then the drop down tab How to 
Support Mater Dei.  

Freshmen social distance on their first day.


